g voldnteers
ervice.~ | would

to-our.administrator (Ursula)
e finance, insurance and
necessary to carry out a Youth
exehange project..
partners in various countries who we
thepleasure to work with and to Leargas our
ationalagency for all their help and support .Also
without the support and guidance from our own
anagement committee who have encouraged us to
take on these projects and to the many young people
who have represented Ballyfermot abroad
Thank you Gerry Mc Carthy
Manager Youth Service

Youth Exchange Leaders 2009
Gerry Mc Carthy, Ann Murray, Brian Perry
Emma Fitzsimons Emma Geraghty Janice Mc Garry
Evan Kenny John Kelly Andrea di Nisio
Selim Sari Bori Takacs Allegra Lalor William Newman
Ger O Reilly Martin O Reilly Tanya Conroy
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Kelly paly
Kevin Chtioui
im Byrne
Laura Byrne
W' Laurence Mc Kenna
¢ _Leanne Purcell
. Lennon Killeen
- Leon Griffin
Dpavid cardif ~ _ Lesley"Fitzpatrick
David Gonzales - Lorna Maher
~__.David Haverty Maria Stynes
David Kiernan Mark sSmith
Dean Byrne Martin O’Reilly
_Dean Kelly Megan Keogh
. Derek cully Michael Delaney
A Ealish Murray .. Michael Fitzsimons
. Edel 0’Regan e , Michelle Coakley
.- Ema Geraghty - Nadine Doyle
Emma Boughton Niamh Gibney
Eric-paly Niamh Gifford
Fiona Anderson Niamh Jones
Fiona Doyle Niamh Smith
»Gary Monahan Paula Larkin
George Dunne Ross Judge
Gerard callaghan Ryan Belmont
Hannan Fajujanu - Sally Flynn
James Bracken Scott Cashin
Jason Cullen Shane 0’Reilly
Jason Dillon Shauna Brady
Jennifer skeating Shauna Breen
Jessica wall Shauna MccCarthy
John Joe Coughlan Sinead O’Brien
Karen Doran Stephen Maughan
, Karlie Grey _ Stephen Menton
** Keith Abbe¥y , Tanroy Conroy
Keith Mulvaney Thomas caulfield
Kellie Breen Thomas Henaghan
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Eurepearn Voldntary Service (EVS) supports
transAatioral veluntary service of young people,
Do ithiprand\outside the European Union.
The activities take place in a co other tha
volunteer’s country of[residgnce. It is unpaid, non-
profitmaking and full time for a given period. It
benefits the community. [EVS is open to all young
people between the ggg of |18 to 30, regardless of
their background hether they are legally resident
iN a programme country|or |n a partner country.

The Europeans Union priovides finance to cover
travel, food and accommodation along with a small
allowance each month. Baflyfermot Youth Service is
registered as a host and sending organisation. This
year we have three volunteers with us Selim, Andrea
and Bori. We have also sent one volunteer to Greece
from Ballyfermot (John Curren) for one year..

Andrea
I'm Andrea, EVS vol

here at the end of July and just now [ realised that
three months have gone, wow! I'm working with
Ballyfermot Youth Service, my tasks are various such
as be with the children in our center making sport,
art or cultural activities with them. | also participated
to the Killary Youth Exchange like a videomaker and
youth worker assistant and now I'm working to the
youth democracy project will take place in the next
seven months. I'm happy to work here because this
job give me the possibility to do what [ like such

as writing, making video and other creative and

art activities that are the focus of my degree got in
the ltalian university. My English is getting better,
someone told me, | don't think so but I'm learning

a lot of slang words from the children and a lot of
“funny” words from my workmates. | feel comfortable
when | can do a good job and help them, | hope |
did it. I'm leaving in Ballyfemot and for the first period
was just a place far to the city centre, | thought, but
now | love this district, its way of life and its Irisnness,
I'm proud about, | don't wanna live in a poshy area
of the city centre. And my free time? Gorgeous, |
have the possibility visiting the whole Ireland and also
to spend crazy time in Dublin city with my friends,
dancing, going to some exciting concerts, know a

lot of stunning people from every country, have my
adventures and living without break this exciting
experience.

Bori

Hello, I'm Bori, the Hungarian volunteer, I'm here for
the beginning of the August and I'm leaving with
my two flatmate Selim and Andrea. Hungary is in the
eastern part of Europe, | usually say that because a
lot of people don't know where is my country. I'm a
literature graduate and I'm working like a youth worker
in Ballyfermot Youth Service. | already did one youth
exchange inKillary with young people from Italy, France,
Poland and Ireland, of course. I'm a photographer and
[ have the task to take some picture about every event
and activity that the youth service organise. | like to
work here and after have solved the problem of the
language | was completely satisfied about my tasks. We
went in an English school for one month and | was
happy learning language and know a lot of new people
that now are my friends. | can say my new life in Ireland
became form there. And getting better day by day. |
feel comfortable in Ballyfermot, at the beginning | was
a bit scared about this district because someone told
that is a bad area but now I'm ok because | knew the
people which live here. As usual everything is negative
if you just don't know and stop yourself in front of the
appearances. I'm spending good time here and having
a very great experience, thanks to the European Union
and to the Ballyfermot staff that choose me.

Selim
Hi, Selim is my name, I'm come from Turkey, I'm a
European voluntary worker in the Ballyfermot Youth
Service. 'm an engineer and I'm working in the Gurteen
Information Centre, spending a lot of time with them
making various activities. | know a lot of young people
now and | do computer games with them. They call
me the “Turkish” not in a bad way but in a friendly way.
[ like working here in Ballyfermot and have many new
friends in Dublin. Since coming to Ireland | have being
able to visit the Aran Islands and Killary adventure
centre. | have also being to Glendalough and many
museums.  am enjoying my stay in Ireland and hope to
come back some day.

DANCE CAMP UNQUE
N Oygarden / Norway

The Youth Exchange title is Dance Camp Unique. The
creation of a unique dance show, It took place from
10th August - 17th August 09 In Skjergardsheimen
Norway. Overall 40 young people from four countries
took part.

They were from

Norway (Bace camp) HOST

France (Maison de | Europe des) Venez
decouvrir | Europe pres de chez vous
Ireland (Ballyfermot Youth Service)
Estonia (European Movement Estonia
NGO

Culturd Night presentation
through culture ond donce

The theme of the exchange was a DANCE CAMP
were young people got the chance to learn different
forms of dance such as Irish dancing, abstract dance,
Jazz dance, Modern dance .The dance workshops
were held during the day and concentrated on
showing the young people new skills and techniques.
The overall aim of the workshops was to show that
dance form could be used to create a unigue show
using language, light, sound and cultural games,
There was also a presentation of the Youth in
Action programme. Each Country also performed a
presentation of their national culture through dance,
media and arts

While we were in Norway we got to Visit the city of
Bergen. We also camped and went fishing.

UNQUE DANCE SHOW, FJEL 1
CUL TURAL HRLELE, NORWAY

The highlight of the exchange  was a
performance in the Cultural Centre were all the
young people got to perform in the big dance
show UNIQUE . Tickets for this event cost €10
and over four hundred local people from the
community came to see the show. Each country
had 10mins to do a unique dance or song ,
this was followed by a grand finale of all the
young people together performing one piece.
Many friendships were made in Norway and
the experience will always be remembered by
the young people.

Ballyfermot Youth Service Leaders
Perry & Emma Geraghty

Bryan
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In Aug 2009, 40 young people met in the little village
of Al Vile Cinse in Southern Beligum. The Youth
Exchange was centered around a small rugby club
( Cog Mosan) and there were groups from Beligum
JIreland (Ballyfermot) , France and Finland

The theme of the Exchange was to explore the
values of rugby such as: leadership, team spirit,
courage, sportsmanship, and friendship. The Youth
Exchange also looked at how sport can be used as
a tool for intergration in society and how you can
transfer these values into your own life. Two of the
groups, Ireland and Finland were not from rugby
backgrounds.

The Youth Exchange started by mixing all the young
people together and having training sessions each
day for two hours. There was also workshops on the
history of rugby and its relevence to modern society,
the various traditions and heritage of the different
countries were rugby is played. This was followed
later in the week by having a full game against each
other.

The young people also got a chance to try a number
of other sports including Gaelic football which was
faciliated by the group from Ballyfermot, in addition
we did swimming, rope climbing and a nature trail
walk through bogland. A visit to Francorchamps
race course were Formaula One takes place was
also included.

The group visited Maastrict, Achen ,Liege and
Brugge taking in the culture of each city and seeing
how each country provides leisure type activities for
their young people.

The experience also allowed young people to learn
apout each other’s lives, by living together, learning
about different aspects of life and other cultures.
Given that one of the priorities of the Youth in Action
Programme is to combat racism and xenophobia

in Europe, this Youth Exchange allowed the young
people to experience how taking part in sports can be
used as a positive activity to break down barriers.

France Thionville Yutz Generation

Belgaum  Centre de jeunes “Le Grand Mome” ASBL
Ireland Ballyfermot Youth Service

Finland Puumalan Kunta

Leaders William Newman
and Gerry McCarthy

BYS Open New
Centre IN Wicklow

For the past three years Ballyfermot Youth Service
have been developing our own outdoor education
centre in County Wicklow. The centre is based
outside Blessington on the road to Glendalough
and was previously operated by Catholic Youth Care
as Oakwood. Following their decision to hand this
centre back to Coillte, who own the premises, we
approached them and agreed that BYS would take
over the lease . The location of the centre is ideal for
many activities and as it is based in the Garden of
Ireland many natural amenities such as : lakes, forests,
walking trails, kayaking activities and mountain biking
trails.

The centre was in very poor condition and needed
major refurbishment to bring it up to modern
standards. BYS appointed architects Kearney
Merriman and set about designing a centre that
would be able to be used for outdoor sports activities
and for hosting international exchanges. The centre
can now sleep up to 24 persons and each bedroom
has its own bathroom facilities. There is a common
sitting room and modern kitchen facilities. Major
work was conducted on insulating the property

with double glazed windows ,doors and installing a
new central heating system.

Ballyfermot Youth Service would like to thank the
many individuals and organisations who helped us
with the project. To our Funders Rapid Ballyfermot,
Dublin City Council, CDYSB and the Local Drugs

Task Force for their assistance with this project. And
to Coillte and Catholic Youth Care who agreed to
transfer the lease to us. Also to our builder Elmleaf
Construction and Architect Brian Merriman We look
forward to using the centre and continuing our work
with young people giving them a positive experience
of living in the country.

—
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action 1.3 on youth participation and consultation through information
technologies

wHo?

Italy (Tortona, Tropea) and Ireland (Dublin, Limerick)

WHEN?
from september 2009 till june 2010

HOW?
online platforms, information systems, seminars, online consultations,
focus groups, role play...NON FORMAL EDUCATION!

%\Y/F RM BEST WISHES TO BALLYFERMOT
! YOUTH SERVICE FROM

THE ADVANCE PROJECT



| ALIAN

Ten young people from Ballyfermot went to
Tortona, ltaly from the 1 1th — 16th June to take
part in an exchange with a group of 10 young
ltalian people. The groups were made up of young
people between the ages of 15 and 18 and was
hosted by ‘Comune di Tortona'’. The trip provided
an opportunity for the young people to share
experiences and develop an understanding of each
others cultures and countries and most importantly
enjoy themselves.

The Ballyfermot group got a very warm welcome
upon arriving in Tortona having had a walking tour
of Milan that afternoon. Over the next few days
they got to take part in lots of different activities
such as rock climbing, beach volleyball, diving at the

swimming pool, afternoons on the beach, shopping,

walking the ‘Road of Love” and chair lifts to the top
of a mountain to play some games Il Through all
these activities both groups got to know each other,
share experiences and share stories. The exchange
was made up of two parts, the first being three days
in Tortona followed by three days in Levanto. The
accommodation in Tortona was a convent with an
all weather football pitch, which obviously pleased
the lads! The next three days were spent in Levanto,
a beautiful town on the beach surrounded by high
mountains and cliffs. We stayed in a lovely hostel
and enjoyed the local food and views. The fantastic
weather meant that the groups could get in some
much needed sun bathing and swimming!

Leaders John Kelly and Emma Fitzsimons

Throughout the trip the Irish group had constantly
challenged themselves to try these new experiences
and especially the [talian food. This proved to be
very successful and left the group with a new

understanding of themselves, their Italian friends and of

what being European really is.

We were looked after really well by the Italian group

and made some good friends along the way. John and

Emma would like to thank all the young people who
took part and the ltalian group for making the trip a
real success.

Comments by young people:
“Italy 09 was deadly”
‘Had a deadly time”

Exchange Partners:
Ballyfermot Youth Service.
Comune Di Tortona.

Martinigue

Citizenship.and Sport — A Youth Exchange in
\YElgt[alle[VS

On 22nd of October 2009 9 young people and 1
leader left Ballyfermot for Riviere Pilote in Martinique,
a French ruled Caribbean Island to take partin a
Youth Exchange with Italy, Belgium and of course
Martinique.

There were 40 people from the 4 countries and the
exchange ran from 21nd Oct to Nov 3rd (including
travelling days and an over night in Paris on the
wayl] The Young people were all aged between 18
and 23 and our group 5 boys and 4 girls all came
from Ballyfermot.

The Theme of this exchange was Citizenship and
Sport which encouraged the young people to
explore what it means to be a citizen; a citizen of
Europe; a citizen of their own countries and the
rights and responsibilities of being a citizen and the
place that sport plays in all of that.

The young people explored what it means to

pe a citizen in Martinigue by experiencing their
traditional dances, by engaging in local radio and
TV programmes, and immersing themselves in the
Martinique Culture. They also learned how sport can
pridge many gaps in language and understanding

and they played Beach Vollyball, football, dodge Ball,

water sports, hurling, sailing locally designed and
made boats as well as kayaking, walking, skipping,
swimming and snorkelling.

Like most exchanges the experience also allowed
young people to learn about each others lives by
living together learning about different aspects of
life and how each country in the European Union
treats its young people as well as how the European
parliament works, through a series of workshops,
games and discussions

Leader: Allegra-Lalor

.Young peoples commens:

Martimiuge... its’seriously easy going!

It was a culturaldiversity experience like no other I've
ever had

You know its beem a good-cultdral exchange when at
then end you wantto exchange your own culturel
We learned a lot from each other and it was great to
get the opportunity to’come and experience a culture
so different.

Organisations involved:
The exchange was hosted by L'Association Cohesion,
Martinique

Ireland: Ballyfermot Youth Service
[taly: Commune di Tortona
Belgium: Centre de Jeunes Le Grand Mome




It was unfortunately time to say goodbye and go our
separate ways. But it was an experience of a lifetime
for all involved and our fearful feelings at the start
had all turned into tears of joy.

MAL 1A

Ballyfermot Youth Service Meets Xghajra Scout
Group Malta

The skills we have gained as two cultures and the
relationships we made will last forever.

It was on this day, 20th August 2009, That 8 young
people from Ballyfermot travelled to Malta to meet
8 young people from this beautiful island situated in
the Mediterranean Sea.

The biggest memory of all was seeing all our young
men from Ballyfermot crying rivers of tears just before
our departure. Let's bring back these tears of joy

by allowing the Maltese to experience our culture.
Our next challenge for our 8 young people from
Their were mixed feelings within the group during Ballyfermot would be to make this become reality.
the weeks before departure. Eager, Nervous,
Anxious, Fearful, but most of all Excitement. But one
qguestion kept popping up within the group. Were
the hell is Malta?

Leaders Allegra Lalor, Ger O'Reilly

After weeks of planning and preparation we finally
landed on this beautiful island and were happily
greeted by our 8 young hosts who also had similar
feelings about this wonderful experience we were
about to undertake together.

After the first day of meeting, greeting, team games,
cliff jumping and a small spot of sun bathing the ball
was rolling. Two different cultures living and eating
together in a school in 350¢ heat on an island in the
Mediterranean Sea.

Our main plan was that all 16 young people plan,
organise and-carry out an overnight Adventure
Expedition on a small budget and include the
following Adventure Activities. Sea Kayaking,
Navigation, Coastal Walking And Camping.

A complete success would be the words to

describe how it all went. The importance of team
communication and peer recognition were just some
of our themes during our preparation activities.

5 Nights and days of Adventure, Group work and
experiencing the Maltese culture had everyone
one just about wanting to stay with these beautiful
people forever.

All'our plans and hopes worked out perfect due
the effort and courage of the young people frem
Ballyfermot and Malta.
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SeELEN

While planring @ur summef pregramme is

year on€ of gur youth groyps decided” tharthey
would likeAo visit a Edropéan country as gart of
their summe( activities/” They capried oUt research

, using the internetto find the’costs’of flights.and
accommodation \Jhey alse’looked g activities they
could do while they were there.

Following their researc ey ghose”to go to
Stockholm in Sweden. This ywas aplace none of
them had ever being to and\Fwvas quite reasonable
to get there. They also found they could purchase
a “Stockholm Card” which allowed them to get
discounts on public transport and admission to some
places.

They then set about fundraising to cover the costs
of the trip, They organised many discos, bag packing,
and also sold spot the balls. They worked really hard
for four months on their project assisted by youth
workers Brian Perry and Emma Fitzsimons.

The trip took place from 20th August — 25th August
09. The group was made up of five girls and one
boy all aged between 16 and 18 years. While in
Stockholm they visited many places They went to

an Aguarium, Royal Museum, A sight seeing tour of
Stockholm on a Barge, Tivoli Theme Park followed by
a concert and they also took in some shopping.

One of our core learning objectives of Ballyfermot
Youth Service is to promote personal developimenrt
and independence for young people, this project
demonstrated to the young people the advantages
of working together as a team to achieve this task

. The learning on this project has enhanced the
personal social skills of the group . travel is a great
way of broading your outlook on life- and seeing
new cultures and ideas. The young people who took
on this project are to be congratulated for their vision
and teamwork . Well done also to the youth work
team who worked on this project .

Leaders Brian Perry, Emma Fitzsimons and Emma
Geraghty
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